Village

of
Chester

Village of Chester
Property Tax Exemption Policy (2025)

The Municipal Government Act, Section 69, permits a Municipality to grant a tax
exemption for low-income earners. Sections 429 and 440(1) permit a Village to do the
same.

1.0 Scope

It shall be the policy of the Village of Chester to have clear terms and conditions to
provide annual partial property tax relief for low-income property owners.

1.1 Income means a person’s total income (total income before deductions) from all
sources for the calendar year preceding the fiscal year of the Village of Chester,
excluding any allowances paid pursuant to the War Veterans Allowance Act
(Canada) or Pension paid pursuant to the Pension Act (Canada) and includes:

i. The income of all assessed owners, their spouse(s), including common law
spouses who occupy the property as their principal residence;

ii. The income from members of the same family residing in the same
household, who contribute to the household expenses; and

iii. Those who hold an interest in the property and contribute to the household
expenses.

1.2 Owner and those who hold an interest in the property includes:

i. The person assessed for the property;

ii. A person who holds title including a part owner, joint owner, tenant in
common, or joint tenant of the property; and

iii. A person with a life interest in the property; and

iv. A person with a matrimonial interest.

Not included are those with a leasehold interest and those with an interest under
an agreement of purchase and sale.

1.3  Principal Residence is the ordinary place of residence for a greater part of the
year of an owner as well as an owner in a hospital or nursing care facility, unless
that person has not slept at the property for a period of two (2) years or more, or
unless the property has been rented to paying tenants, in either of which event,
the property shall be deemed to cease being the owner’s ordinary place of
residence.
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1.4

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

6.0

Property Tax Exemption Policy_2025

Same family in section 1.1(ii) defined as including, but not limited to children, or
stepchildren connected to at least one of the legally married or common-law
couples included in 1.1(i).

The Director of Finance of the Municipality shall grant an exemption as follows:

i. For owners with an income Level of $20,000 or less the exemption shall be
the lesser of $536 or the tax on the Village of Chester area rate only.

ii. For owners with an income Level of $20,001 to $29,999 the tax exemption
shall be the lesser of $374 or the tax on the Village of Chester area rate only.

iii. For owners with an income Level of $30,000 to $40,000 the tax exemption
shall be the lesser of $268 or the tax on the Village of Chester area rate only.

A person or persons applying for an exemption must:

i. Make an affidavit:

a) Regarding his/her income from all sources in the calendar year
preceding the Municipal taxation year for which the exemption is
sought. Satisfactory verification of income must be presented to
substantiate the exemption. Exemption form attached as Schedule “A”.

b) Verify that any person who either holds an interest in the property or
are family members residing in the same household, whose income is
not included in household income pursuant to clause 1.1 (ii), does not
contribute to paying household expenses.

c) Provide satisfactory verification of income to substantiate the
exemption. Satisfactory evidence includes a CRA notice of
assessment, GST/HST credit notice, and copy of tax return prepared
by a third-party tax preparer.

ii. Apply for the exemption each year prior to March 315t of the Municipal
taxation year.

The exemption shall only apply to a property where at least one of the assessed
owners occupies it as his/her principal residence.

Prior to an exemption being granted, all outstanding debts to the Municipality,
which are not a lien on the property, shall be paid in full. This would include any
fees such as building permit fees, landfill tipping fees, recreation fees, etc.

A refusal to grant an exemption pursuant to this Policy may be appealed to
Village Commission.
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7.0  Annually, tax exemption income levels and the exemption amounts will be
adjusted as follows:

i. Annual adjustments in the income levels, below which an exemption for
taxation is granted, will be adjusted by either the annual increase in CPI for
Nova Scotia or to the extent that Village Commission considers appropriate.

ii. Annual adjustments in the scale of exemption amounts granted will be
adjusted by either the annual increase in the average residential tax bill for
the general tax rate, and waste collection and disposal area rate, and the tax
on the Village of Chester area rate, or to the extent that village Commission
considers appropriate.

Approved: Jul 8, 2020 Motion # 20-230
Amended: Sep 24, 2020 Motion # 20-259
Amended: Oct 13, 2021 Motion # 21-132
Amended: Oct 12, 2022 Motion # 22-117
Amended: Nov 8, 2023 Motion # 23-115
Amended: May 21, 2025 Motion # 25-044

| certify that this Policy was adopted by the Village of Chester Commission as indicated
above.

/ ,/)

VL

- May 23, 2025
Clerk/Treasurer Date
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Village of Chester — Property Tax Exemption Policy
Schedule A Affidavit

YEAR DISTRICT ACCOUNT EXEMPTION NUMBER
2025/26 3

I/We, & , property owners of
in the County of Lunenburg, Province of Nova Scotia, and is our principal residence, make oath
and say as follows:

1. That the total income before deductions of all assessed owners, their spouses (including
Common Law Spouses) who occupy the property as their principal residence, family
members residing in the same household, who contribute to household expenses and
those who hold an interest in the property and contribute to household expenses, was as
follows during the calendar year 2022. Any Allowance paid pursuant to the War Veterans
Allowance Act (Canada) or pension paid pursuant to the Pension Act (Canada) is not to
be included in a person’s total income for this purpose.

Combined income was $20,000 or less, or
Combined income was between $20,001 and $29,999, or
Combined income was between $30,000 and $40,000 and

2. Verification Provided of combined income of $

Check one of the following:
Notice of Assessment, GST/HST Credit Notice, Copy of tax return.

Note: This is a legal sworn affidavit and the applicant signature(s) endorsed below are
verification that the information provided is true in all respects.

The amount of exemption granted will be determined after the final tax bill is produced and will
be limited to the Village Commission portion of the overall tax bill (i.e., does not include other
area rates).

Sworn to at in the County of Lunenburg, Nova Scotia on the __ day of ,
20 .

Staff Signature

A Commissioner of Oaths or
A Municipal Councillor
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